
MINUTES  OF  MONTHLY  MEETING  OF  GREYSTONES  MUNICIPAL  DISTRICT  HELD  IN  THE  CIVIC   OFFICES,  MILL  ROAD,  GREYSTONES  ON  TUESDAY   15th  DECEMBER  2020  AT  7.30  P.M.  

Present:

Councillor D. Mitchell, Cathaoirleach

Councillors M. Crean, T. Fortune, J. Neary & G. Walsh  
Also Present:

Mr. M. Nicholson, District Manager
Mr. R. O’Hanlon, District Engineer

Ms. M. Porter, Greystones Municipal District Administrator

Ms. K. Coughlan, Greystones Municipal District
Apologies from:
Councillor L. Scott

At the outset the Cathaoirleach reminded members that the meeting must conclude within one hour and fifty five minutes.  He stated that Councillor L. Scott had sent apologies for her absence at the meeting due to Covid restrictions.

1. Confirmation of Minutes
It was proposed by Councillor G. Walsh, seconded by Councillor M. Crean and agreed that the minutes of the monthly meeting held on 24th November 2020, as circulated, be confirmed and signed by the Cathaoirleach. 

2. Consideration of report in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning & Development Regulations 2001 (as amended) for the construction of 41 dwelling units at Charlesland, Greystones 
The Cathaoirleach welcomed Mr. Joe Lane, Director of Housing, Mr. Declan Marnane, Senior Housing Engineer and Ms. Fiona Roche, Wicklow County Council to the meeting.

Mr. J. Lane gave a short background to the Part 8 process for the construction of 41 dwelling units at Charlesland, Greystones and pointed out that the Chief Executive’s report in this regard recommended approval.

Some members expressed support for this proposal as they considered that concerns in relation to biodiversity, access and flooding at the site had been addressed and they were conscious of the need to provide social housing in the area.  They stated that this site had been purchased for social housing with taxpayers’ money.
Other members did not support the proposal because they felt that access issues, biodiversity and flooding concerns were still an issue.  They also felt that social housing could be provided on a more suitable site nearby.  Some questioned whether the matter should be discussed because of outstanding court proceedings relating to the site.

Following discussion Councillor T. Fortune proposed an alternative motion as follows and this was seconded by Councillor M. Crean:

“I believe that there is a constructive and positive way to deal with what is before us.  I propose an integrated plan, combine this site with the adjoining 22 acres and turn this site into a park with abundance of Biodiversity.  This would be a win win for everyone.  If we do not do this then this proposal needs to be the subject of a full Oral Hearing”.

The District Manager informed the members that they had three options in relation to the Part 8 proposal as follows:  (1) Adopt it and it goes ahead as proposed; (2) Adopt the proposal with variations or (3) Reject the proposal.
Councillor D. Mitchell proposed that the report be adopted as recommended by the Chief Executive and this proposal was seconded by Councillor G. Walsh.

A vote was then taken on Councillor Fortune’s motion and members voted as follows:

In favour:  Councillors M. Crean and T. Fortune

Against:  Councillors D. Mitchell, J. Neary and G. Walsh.

A further vote was taken on Councillor Mitchell’s motion to adopt the Chief Executive’s report and members voted as follows:

In favour:  Councillors D. Mitchell, J. Neary and G. Walsh.


Against:  Councillors M. Crean and T. Fortune

The members agreed by majority to support, as recommended in the Chief Executive’s report, the proposal, in accordance with Part 8 of the Planning and Development Regulations 2001 (as amended), for the construction of 41 dwelling units at Charlesland, Greystones.

Councillor T. Fortune then proceeded to excuse himself from the meeting in protest. 

3. Presentation from Dog Park Campaign Group

The Cathaoirleach welcomed Ms. Bernadette Stokes and Ms. Maria Sweeney from the Dog Park Campaign Group to the meeting.

Ms. B. Stokes informed the members that the Campaign Group had met recently with the developers of the dog park and were very disheartened by the outcome of that meeting.  She stated that the group had decided to reject the dog park that has been provided as unsuitable for use because of gradient, drainage, surface and other issues and to continue the campaign for a safe and suitable dog park at a different location.
Members stated that they understood that some of the issues raised by the campaign group were to be addressed although they agreed that the dog park was built in accordance with the approved plans and that there was no budget for a park similar to those provided in south Dublin.

The District Manager informed the members that Wicklow County Council would work with the Campaign Group to identify an alternative suitable site for a dog park and he pointed out that the Council had identified some sites and funding that were being considered.
4. Update on Greystones Harbour Development 

It was agreed to consider notice of motion (b) in conjunction with this item as follows: 

Motion in the name of Councillor J. Neary:

‘That members consider a name for the new park at North Beach, Greystones’.

The members had been circulated with a progress report on the harbour development prior to the meeting.
The Cathaoirleach welcomed the opening of the public park and the boardwalk.  In response to a query from members he stated that An Bord Pleanala would decide on whether or not submissions could be made on the Section 146 proposals for Block ‘D’ at the harbour.  Some members were critical of the fact that there was no social housing in the development.
Following discussion in relation to the naming of the public park it was agreed that further consideration on how to proceed with this, and whether or not schools and/or members of the public should be involved, be deferred until the January meeting.  It was also agreed that in the meantime, members should submit their individual proposals for names and that the Council’s Heritage Office also be asked for suggestions.

The Cathaoirleach referred to the proposed wind farms off the east coast and suggested that Greystones municipal district, and the County as a whole, should benefit from the community gain aspect of these proposed developments.  He pointed out that representatives from the wind farms would consult with the members at a future date.

5. Report from Greystones Municipal District Engineer

A report on works in the district had been circulated to the members in advance and the District Engineer answered any queries from the members in relation to same.

Following discussion the District Engineer stated that he hoped to have a report on the submissions received about the proposals for Killincarrig Village for the January meeting.

The District Administrator stated that the situation with the Covid 19 measures put in place in the district would be reviewed at the end of March.

6. Update on Delgany to Blacklion Cycleway & Road

The District Administrator informed the members of the contents of a report received from Wicklow County Council which stated that the formal CPO notices were currently under legislative review by the Law Department and as soon as that review was completed management approval would be sought to proceed with the formal CPO procedures.
Following discussion, members criticised the delays in having this project progressed and they suggested that the Council should out-source the legislative review to speed up the process.  They requested a detailed report on the matter for the January monthly meeting.

7. Notices of Motion
(a) Motion in the name of Councillor D. Mitchell:

‘Wicklow County Council should prepare an updated Cliff Walk Plan’.

The Cathaoirleach stated that huge numbers used the Cliff Walk on a daily basis and that an updated plan for the walk was required to identify the various needs as the last plan was completed in 2017.   
The District Engineer informed the members that an audit of the Cliff Walk had been carried out in conjunction with Sport Ireland which concluded that the walk was at capacity and that increased use of same could cause it to deteriorate.  He suggested that any funding available might be better spent on land drainage and coastal erosion as these were the biggest threat to the Cliff Walk.

(b) Motion in the name of Councillor J. Neary:

‘That members consider a name for the new park at North Beach, Greystones’.

This notice of motion had already been dealt with in conjunction with item 4.

8. Correspondence
The District Administrator informed the members that she had received three requests to make presentations, either virtually or in person, to the Municipal District from the following:

1. Eoin Llewellyn, Biodiversity Group;  
2. Greystones Family Resource Centre and
3. Codling Wind Park

Following discussion it was agreed to receive the presentation from the Biodiversity Group at a remote Zoom meeting from 2 – 3 p.m. on Tuesday 19th January 2021 and to receive the presentation from Greystones Family Resource Centre from 3 – 4 p.m. at the same meeting.  It was also agreed to invite the Codling Wind Park Company to make a presentation at the February monthly meeting on 23rd February 2021.

9. Any Other Business

1. The Cathaoirleach encouraged members to participate in the NTA public consultation process on the review of the Greater Dublin Area Transport Strategy which included parts of Wicklow.  He pointed out that submissions must be made before the 22nd January 2021.

2. The District Manager informed the members that consultants working on behalf of Wicklow County Council were looking at proposals for developing Council owned lands around the old depot site in Greystones.  He stated that it was intended to make a presentation to the members in this regard at the January monthly meeting.  This was agreed.
THIS  CONCLUDED  THE  BUSINESS  OF  THE  MEETING.
SIGNED:_________________________________






CATHAOIRLEACH
CERTIFIED:_____________________________
                                 


DISTRICT  ADMINISTRATOR




DATED  THIS________ DAY  OF ______________________2021.
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